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Shaping Legacies and Celebrating 
Leadership: A Glimpse into the 
Business Icon Awards and Seminar 
2025  

On 30 July 2025, the Press Club of India transformed into a vibrant forum of exchange, 
reflection, and recognition. The Business Icon Awards and Seminar 2025, hosted 
by the Media Federation of India , welcomed a diverse and accomplished audience 
drawn from across the professional spectrum. Public sector leaders, private 
entrepreneurs, doctors, corporate veterans, and independent change makers 
gathered not only to honour excellence but to engage in mea ningful conversations 
about the future of leadership and ent erprise. What defined the event was its careful 
balance between celebration and substance.  
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The ceremony did not rest on ornament or scale. It rested on people and on the weight 
of their work, the thought behind their words, and the journeys that brought them into 
the spotlight. Among the distinguished speakers were Shri Manoj Lal, Executive 
Director at the National Small Industries Corporation; Shri Om Prakash, former 
General Manager of Public Relations at Power Finance Corporation; and Shri 
Gautam Lehri, President of the Press Club of India. Each of them brought a 

different lens, from public pol icy to reputation management to the ethos of free 
expression. Yet, their messages converged at a shared conclusion, leadership today 
is not only about influence.  

 It is about clarity, character, and communication that respects the intelligence of its 
audience. A notable dimension of the event was the presence of Dr Ajay Gambhir, a 
senior surgeon, and Dr Anju Gambhir, a respected paediatrician. Their inclusion 
spoke volumes. It suggested that leadership in India is no longer confined to 
conventional silos. That a medical professional speaking at a business seminar is not 
a stretch but a necessity.  

The values that govern healthcare, accountability, consistency, and long -term trust are 
just as vital in business today. Their remarks gently reinforced a point often overlooked 
in institutional discourse, that authority must always remain in service of pu blic well -
being. The awardees represented a wide spectrum of expertise and experience. Some 
led established institutions, others pioneered regional businesses with national impact. 
Some brought innovation to legacy models, others challenged existing system s 
entirely. But what united them all was a refusal to compromise on intent. Their stories 
did not follow a formula.  

They were built over time, through risk, setbacks, recalibration, and unwavering 
attention to quality. There was a conscious effort to avoid the empty glamour that 
sometimes shadows award functions. Speeches were grounded, personal, and 
precise. There were  no overstatements. Instead, there was something else, a quiet 

seriousness that comes only when people speak from lived knowledge rather than 
performance. Behind the scenes, the event moved with discipline. Volunteers ensured 
every session began on time, e very guest was attended to, and every logistical detail 
was addressed without drama. From coordinating arrivals to cueing transitions, the 
backstage team carried out their responsibilities with quiet competence. In many ways, 
they mirrored the very themes being discussed on stage, intention, professionalism, 
and collective effort without the need for spotlight.   
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Mr. Arun Sharma, President, Media Federation of India 

 Mr Arun Sharma, National President of the Media Federation of India , received 
special acknowledgment. His presence was felt throughout the event, not just as a 
figure of authority, but as a facilitator of meaningful platforms. His closing remarks were 
measured, yet clear, that moments like these must extend beyond their i mmediate 
purpose. That seminars and awards are not destinations, but catalysts. They must 
echo in future decisions, future conversations, and future models of leadership.  

The choice of venue, the Press Club of India added another layer to the event’s spirit. 
This was a place that has historically held space for accountability, inquiry, and 
dialogue. Hosting the awards here was a subtle reminder that leadership is not simply  

built in boardrooms or investor meetings. It is shaped in conversations, in critique, and 
in how people respond when their actions are questioned. By the end of the day, what 
remained was not just a list of names or a gallery of trophies. What remained wa s a 
feeling. That serious work is still being done.  

That quiet, committed professionals are still shaping the institutions we depend on. 
And that recognition, when given with care and received with humility, can still mean 
something. The Business Icon Awards and Seminar 2025 was not a spectacle. It did 
not need to be. It was a statement, that in a world often overwhelmed by visibility, there 
is still value in substance. In doing the work well. In doing it consistently. And in 
choosing to pause, even briefly, to acknowledge those who are doing exactly that.  
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Mr. Gautam Lehri, President, Press Club of India

Mr. Manoj Lal, Executive Director, NSIC
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Mr.Om Prakash, Ex. GM-PR, PFC

Dr. Anju Gambhir, Sr. Surjan
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Dr. Ajay Gambhir, Sr. Predicition

Mr. SRS Randhava, Sr. Scintist 
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